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Biography of Brigadier General Roger E. Combs

Brigadier General Roger E. Combs is Assistant Adjutant General/Air of the Missouri Air National Guard consisting of about 2600 personnel in an F-15 Fighter Wing, a C-130 Airlift Wing, an Aerospace Operations Group, a bombing range, and four specialized squadrons/flights.

The General began his military career by attending Officer Candidate School in the United States Marine Corps in 1968.  After designation as a Naval Aviator, he served a tour in Vietnam as a combat helicopter pilot in 1969-70.  He left active duty in 1973 from MCAS Quantico, VA where he was Chief Aircraft Maintenance Officer, Post Maintenance Inspection Pilot, Flight Leader, Instrument Flight Examiner and NATOPS (stan eval) Officer for HMM 263.   While he holds no USAF rating, he is an aircraft commander who has earned ratings as a Naval Aviator and a Senior Army Aviator.  He has over 2500 flying hours in four types of rotary wing aircraft including more than 500 hours of combat time in a CH-46.  

He began his National Guard career in 1973 as a UH-1 pilot with the Missouri Army National Guard.  In 1978 transferred to the 139 Tactical Airlift Group, Missouri Air National Guard where he became the Director of Intelligence earning the Master Intelligence Badge.   

After transferring to Headquarters, Missouri Air National Guard, General Combs became engaged in, and has become nationally recognized for his expertise in long range and strategic planning.  He currently serves on two committees at the national level.  He is a member of the ANG Deputy Director’s Steering Committee for the Integrated Planning Process.  He also one of fourteen General Officers selected to sit on the ANG Director’s Committee of Advisors.  

General Combs is a traditional guardsman who has been an attorney in private practice, was elected to five terms as a county prosecuting attorney and has served as an Associate Circuit Judge in Missouri’s 4th Judicial Circuit since 1991.

EDUCATION:

1968 Bachelor of Science degree, University of Missouri, Columbia

1975  Juris Doctorate degree, University of Missouri, Columbia

1983 USMC Command and Staff College, by correspondence

1984 National Security Management, by correspondence

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Feb 1968-May 1968, Officer Candidate, OCS, MCB Quantico, VA

2. May 1968-Oct 1968, Infantry Platoon Leader Course, TBS, MCB Quantico, VA

3. Oct 1968-Mar 1969, Primary Rotary Wing Aviator Course, Ft. Wolters, TX

4. Mar 1969-Jul 1969, Advanced Rotary Aviator Course, Hunter AAF, Savannah, GA

5. Jul 1969-Nov 1969, Transition/Instrument training, CH-46, MCAF Santa Ana, CA

6. Nov 1969-Jul 1970, Helicopter Second Pilot, Marble Mtn AF, RVN

7. Jul 1970-Sep 1970, Aircraft Commander/Sqdn Admin O, Marble Mtn AF, RVN

8. Sep 1970-Oct 1970, Section Leader, CH-46D, HMM 364, Marble Mtn AF, RVN

9. Oct 1970-Nov 1970, Division Leader/Asst Ops Officer, Marble Mtn AF, RVN

10. Nov 1970-Nov 1970, Flight Leader, CH-46D, HMM 364, Marble Mtn AF, RVN

11. Nov 1970-May 1971, Asst Officer Selection Officer, USMC Recruit Station, KCMO

12. May 1971-Aug 1971, Asst Ops Officer/Flight Ldr, HMM 263, MCAS, Quantico, VA

13. Sep 1971-Jun 1972, Chief Aircraft Maint Officer, HMM 263, MCAS, Quantico, VA

14. Jun 1972-Nov 1972, Executive Officer, Det 1, HMM 263, MCAS, Quantico, VA

15. Nov 1972-Jun 1973, Sqdn NATOPS (stan eval) O, HMM 263, MCAS Quantico, VA

16. Jun 1973-Sep 1973, Inactive Status, USMCR

17. Sep 1973-Sep 1978, Aircraft Commander, UH-1C,D,H, 635th AVN CO, MoARNG

18. Sep 1978-Apr 1981, Intelligence Officer, 139 TAG, MOANG, St. Joseph, MO

19. Apr 1981-Oct 1992, Director of Intelligence, 139 TAG, MOANG, St. Joseph, MO

20. Oct 1992-Nov 1999, State Plans & Programs O, HQ MOANG, Jefferson City, MO

21. Nov 1999-Present, Assistant Adjutant General/Air, HQ MOANG, Jefferson City, MO

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Distinguished Flying Cross

Meritorious Service Medal

Air Medal with gold star and numerals “37”

Air Force Commendation Medal

Navy Achievement Medal with Valor

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with 1 device

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award

Marine Corps Meritorious Unit Commendation

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant, May 5, 1968

First Lieutenant, July 1, 1969

Captain, April 1, 1971

Major, April 11, 1981

Lieutenant Colonel, May 2, 1989

Colonel, December 4, 1994

Brigadier General, November 7, 1999 

